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WEEK 5 
evolutionary time 

   
 
This week, we turn to creaturely time. The temporality of biology – or better put, biologies – and the 
processes that create the possibility for biological life and its transformations. Evolution and its 
histories and its discontents and the particular forms of weirdness that it engenders. 
 
This week, we think with biology and “nature” and written genres associated with it. We think with 
creaturely bodies, with creaturely histories, with creaturely temporalities. And we look for ourselves 
there, and perhaps we find ourselves, and we sit with what comes from that finding. Put yourselves 
in a biological frame of mind. Consider what it might look like for you to think and play with the 
sciences as a generative space for thinking and writing historically.   
 
This week, we’re putting two unlike works into conversation to see what comes of the pairing. This 
is very much intended to open up possibilities for you to think with: please don’t concern yourself 
so much with getting it “right” in your interpretation of the materials this week: instead, come to the 
readings open to seeing what work you can do with them, and what generative play. 
 
In that spirit, please read the following: 

(1) From Elizabeth Grosz, The Nick of Time: Politics, Evolution and the Untimely  
a. Everyone please read “Introduction: To the Untimely.” Grosz’s descriptions of the 

work that Parts I-III of the book do, here, will help you to choose one for further 
reading.  

b. Informed by the Introduction, choose one additional part of the book to focus on, 
depending on your interest: 

i. Part I: Darwin and Evolution 
ii. Part II: Nietzsche and Overcoming 
iii. Part II: Bergson and Becoming 

c. Then, everyone please read “Conclusion: The Future” 
 

(2) From Vilém Flusser and Louis Bec, Vampyroteuthis Infernalis (the text is Flusser’s 
contribution) 

a. Everyone please read the selections posted on Canvas for you. This is an odd duck 
of a book. The first two sections draw you into the weird biology of the study, and 
then things get spicy in the third section, “The Vampyroteuthic World.” What is 
Flusser doing in this paranaturalistic (parascientific?) exploration of the “vampire 
squid from hell”? What work does this play with natural historical genre writing do, 
for you as a reader? Think about the genre of text he us spoofing, the way that the 
creature becomes a mirror for humanity, the conception of evolutionary time 
embedded in this glorious weirdness, and the implications of that for our ongoing 
conversation. Reading this text is meant to be a strange experience. Embrace the 
weird. 
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Please post your reflections-on and responses-to the reading to our Week 5 discussion board by 
Monday February 7th at 10 am, so that the class has time to read them before we gather, and to get 
us thinking before our seminar conversation. Before class, as ever, please also read at least two 
colleagues’ posts. 
 
 
IF YOU’D LIKE TO EXPERIMENT THIS WEEK… 
Consider, if you are moved to: 

- What would a natural history of (or a natural history-inspired approach to) your materials or 
research look like? 

- Center the creaturely in your work, in some way. 
- Is there a place for an evolutionary scale of time, in your work? What would that scale allow 

you to see that might otherwise remain hidden?  
- In the spirit of the above: think and write deeply with the problem of scale, this week.  

 


