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WEEK 6 
On collaboration 

 
This week, we move on from the first phase of our time together to collectively begin the next: from 
Motivations to Conversations. This, from the syllabus, on what this section of the semester is meant 
to help with: 

 
In which we will learn to refine your motivations into a project that locates yourself 
and your work in a larger research conversation, explore the secondary literature 
around your topic, ask who you’d like to be in conversation with, and connect with a 
research mentor 

 
 
To begin that process, we focus this week on something that is absolutely central to humanities 
research – and has been for a very, very long time – but which tends to get short shrift in how we 
imagine and value humanities work. We focus on collaboration, in its many forms. 
 
Collaborative work doesn’t have to look like co-authorship, though it can be that. For our purposes, 
you might think of the collaborative stages of your work as any point where you seek out or benefit 
from the perspectives, support, or work of others in order to make your own. Think of this week as 
a time to focus on, think about, and discuss the significance of working together.  
 
In that spirit, please do the following before we next meet in seminar: 

- Write a first draft of the assignment that you will be handing in next Monday. To refresh 
your memory, that should be the first part of the draft of your research proposal that 
we’ll be gradually putting together and revising over the course of this semester. This should 
include the following components: 
(a) Introduction: Introduce your project for your reader: What field are you working in, 

what problem(s) are you interested in within that field, what are the stakes of research 
into that problem?   

(b) Question(s): What is the major research question (or questions) motivating your work? 
How will that question (or those questions) help your work to contribute to the larger 
field and problem(s) you described above? 

(c) Sources: What primary sources will you be working with in order to explore (even if 
you’re not ultimately in a position to fully answer) those questions? 

- Post that draft to our Week 6 Discussion Board by the end of the day on Friday 
February 11. In addition to your draft, in the body of your post please include a brief 
statement of what kind of feedback would be most helpful to you, at this stage. 

- Then, before our next class, please read each of your colleagues’ drafts. Paying special 
attention to what they specified as the feedback that would be most helpful to them, please 
come to our seminar on Tuesday with feedback in mind for each of your colleagues. You 
might find it helpful to write that down, but there’s no need to exchange your feedback for 
each other in writing. 

- Finally, by 10 am on Monday February 14 please email me your draft as well. You’re 
welcome to send it to me earlier if you like, but feel free to take the weekend to do some 
extra work on it after posting to the discussion board if you like. 
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What will happen as a result of all of this is that you’ll spend Week 6 receiving feedback from 
each of your peers and also from me. (I will aim to send everyone written feedback on their 
proposals within a week from their submission.) That feedback will help you revise it for the 
next round, and before you share it with your chosen research mentor in a few weeks. 
 
Looking forward to what comes! - Carla 
 

 


