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WEEK 4 
The space of time 

   
This week we take on the nature and consequences of a relatively simple idea that has far-reaching 
consequences: the relationship between temporality and spatiality. That can take many forms that 
often involve thinking of, and treating, time as a kind of space. We often do this without thinking 
about it. This week, we observe that assumption, its consequences, and its others. 
 
We’ll do that by thinking with two texts that are not often embedded – together – in discussions of 
temporality studies, but should be. Please spend some time with the following texts before next 
week’s class, both of which are available online via the Pitt Library system: 

1. Dionne Brand, A Map to the Door of No Return: Notes to Belonging (available via the Pitt 
Library at this link), 1-59. 

2. Christina Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being (available via the Pitt Library at this 
link), 1-62. 

 
Some of you may have read these texts before. In that case, I ask you here to re-encounter them 
specifically as part of our extended conversation about time, and how to think and write with it.  
 
As you read in these texts, think about time as something that is inhabited, something to be in. Put 
another way, think about prepositions and prepositional experience: how we relate to other entities 
around us in terms of in-ness, on-ness, with-ness, before-ness, etc. etc. This is usually how we think 
about space. I’m asking you to consider how it also shapes our temporal experiences, and why and 
how that matters. 
 
Beyond that, please allow yourselves to be inspired by any aspect of the Brand and Sharpe texts that 
speak to you and to your work. Please post a reflection on that to the Week 4 discussion board by 
Monday January 31st at 10 am, so that the class has time to read them before we gather, and to get 
us thinking before our seminar conversation. Before class, as ever, please also read at least two 
colleagues’ posts. 
 
EXTRA INGREDIENTS 
A number of scholars – some historians, some not – have thought and written about the 
relationship between spatiality and temporality. If this is a theme that you’d like to continue to think 
with, I’m happy to open up my pantry to you and suggest some supplementary readings. I’m keeping 
those titles and links off of this recipe sheet in order to focus on the Brand and Sharpe, but holler if 
you’d like some extra suggestions! This includes Bakhtin on the chronotope, Harry Harootunian on 
imperialist time, and more. 
 
IN CASE YOU’D LIKE TO EXPERIMENT THIS WEEK… 
If you’re interested in playing with a writing prompt this week – if that would be helpful and 
generative for you – I have something for you. It might be a bit too early in the semester to be 
thinking with exhaustion, but that is what I propose. Consider this not an extra required assignment, 
but an option for those who are eager to play. 
 
This week, part of what we’re thinking about is the consequence of spatializing time, of being in. I’ve 
posted an extra bonus reading for you: Georges Perec’s An Attempt at Exhausting a Place in Paris. 
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You’ll see what it is when you take a look: it is an attempt to “exhaust,” or to fully describe, a 
specific place. Perec makes clear that this is an attempt to do so when nothing happens: no (significant) 
event should get in the way, this is instead about fully describing and inhabiting a particular space. 
You can see what unfolds from that. 
 
Here is my charge to you: do that, instead, with a particular time (defined however you like).  
 
What could that look like? What does it do to how you experience space? What is generated, for you 
as a writer and scholar, by the experience? 
 
 


