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WEEK 4 
On source-gardening 

 
Hello, amazing brilliant people. It has already been such a pleasure learning from and with you. We 
have talked and written together about what matters to you, and what brings you happiness and/or 
joy and/or pleasure, and about how to bring those together. This week, we start getting into the 
details of how to do that, and we start digging into the ground of your projects. And we do that by 
exploring your sources, and by starting to grow and nourish the garden of your personal research 
archive. 
 
We’ll talk, this week, about sources for your research: how to think about what a source is and could 
be, how to find and access your sources, and how to identify a source base that will root you in the 
soil of your project so that you have something solid to return to when the chaos of the blossoms 
gets overwhelming. (And don’t get me wrong: I love me some good blossom-chaos.) 
 
To facilitate that conversation and to get you thinking about how to do this in your work 
specifically, here is the gardening task I ask you to undertake before our next meeting, and I hope 
it’s a joyful one! 
 
Please spend some time this week reflecting on the following, and compose a contribution to our 
discussion board that shares the results of that reflection with the group: 
 

- Put yourself in the mindspace of the research project that you plan to undertake 
this summer. This may have changed since you first proposed it – and it may continue 
to change! – and that’s completely fine. The goal is simply to work from wherever your 
thinking is, as of this week.  

- What kinds of sources do you think you’ll be working with, as the basis for your 
research? (This might include, for example: specific films, documents of various sorts, 
paintings, your own experiences, etc.) Make a rough list of them.  

- Actual Sources: Your source base is a kind of community, and you will develop different 
relationships with different members of that community. In that spirit, spend some time 
getting to know them and introducing them to us. Choose what seem to you to be the 
most important sources on your list, and write the following:  

o What medium is the source?  
o Is this a kind of document or material that you enjoy working with? 
o How will this guide your research? What will it help you to understand? How 

does this help you to get at something that matters to you? 
o Do you have access to it now? If not, what would you need to do in order to get 

access to it? What happens if that avenue of access closes down (e.g., if it’s the 
kind of source you need to travel in order to see, and travel becomes 
impossible)? Can you imagine a back-up plan? 

o What do you want to know about this source that you don’t already know? 
o What are some challenges you foresee in working with this source? Where might 

you seek help with those challenges? 
o Are you open to being surprised by what you find in this source, and potentially 

changing your project as a result? 
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- Dream Sources: If all things were possible, are there any sources that you don’t actually 
expect to be able to access/use, but would love to?  

- Wild Cards: Is there a kind of source, that you could imagine integrating into your work 
that you have not up to this point planned on using, but which might be especially 
surprising, special, innovative, playful, unexpected?  

 
 

Remember that this is meant to facilitate our thinking and conversation: don’t stress about the 
written object itself, and just get through what you comfortably have time for. Please post your 
results for us by 12 pm on Friday January 28. Before we gather for our seminar, please read 
your colleagues’ posts as time allows. 

 


