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WEEKS 1 & 2 
On beginning 

& 
On matter and care 

 
 
In this first week of our course – and in our first class session – we are concerned primarily with 
introductions: getting to know each other a bit, before we dive into the term and expand out from 
there into the process of getting to know ourselves a bit better, and using those relationships (with 
each other, with ourselves) to develop and refine humanities research projects that matter to us and 
bring us pleasure.  

In the second week of the course, we will be turning to that last bit directly. And we will do 
that by asking each other a deceptively simple question: What do you care about? What matters to 
you?  

This is crucial to ask at the beginning of any research endeavor, because it will help you to 
identify and understand what motivates you to want to dive deeply into a particular problem, area, or 
concern. Research is an art of attention. And finding a way of guiding and focusing your attention 
on an object that matters to you will help you to develop a project that is sustainable, adaptable, and 
– with any luck – joyful.   

In the second class session, we will be devoting much of our time to talking about a reading 
assignment that will be set by all of us collectively. We will all contribute to the pool of materials 
available for the week, and we will all have access to them. We’ll discuss how and why this is 
important when we meet on Tuesday January 18! 
 
 
THE READING 
By 12 pm this Friday January 14 (or before, if you can!), please post the following to our Week 2 
Discussion Board on Canvas: 

(1) An object in any medium (a piece of writing, an image or set of images, a film clip, a 
song, etc.: it can be anything that’s shareable!) that represents something that matters to 
you. (I will also post one, so there should be 6 altogether.) This can be offered as a link, 
an attachment, copy-and-pasted text: whatever you have access to. In the body of that 
post, please also 

(2) Write a brief introduction framing the object for us. (Write whatever you’d like us know 
in that framing, as we’ll be talking about them in class together.) 

 
Any time before class, please read the rest of your colleagues’ posts and spend some 

time with their chosen objects. Please give yourself enough time to attend to your colleagues’ work 
thoughtfully, rather than rushing through. 

In class, I will ask everyone to talk about why they posted what they did, and how 
that might translate into what they think (at least, at this point) they want to develop as a 
humanities research project. We’ll also make time to reflect on each other’s object of care. 
 Enjoy it, take good care of yourselves and each other, and I’ll look forward to learning with 
you next week! - Carla 


